WHAT THIS BOOK IS ABOUT
Great Britain. They were much more interested in
indulging a hungry emotion of retaliation, the desire
to hit back at Germany. Because the anti-German
passion was inflamed to fever heat (by the self-same
newspapers which to-day sing the praises of Nazi Ger-
many as our natural ally) our people were indifferent
to any incidental or relatively remote damage the hit-
ting back might do to themselves* At Lord Rother-
mere's suggestion they took their 'hats off to France'
for invading the Ruhr, indifferent to the subsequent
cost of such a 'day out'.
Something of the same order of motives - with the
difference that an entirely new and different villain
has been discovered-undoubtedly enters into the
causes explaining the strange situation outlined in the
pages which follow. The most ardent patriot, who
would be totally incapable of any conscious betrayal
of the interests of his country, is quite capable of un-
conscious betrayal of the most disastrous kind in the
ardent desire to hit at some scapegoat for whom fana-
tical dislike has been conceived.
The fact is often indeed proclaimed as inevitable.
'Men are not guided by logic, by reason/ the implica-
tion usually being that, in discussing national policy,
it is futile to talk reason. But, precisely because men
are so seldom guided by reason, it is important to talk
reason where one may. And logic has its use even in
emotional storms. The sight of the man who has
vilely betrayed me does indeed provoke an emotion,
a passion of murder, that no logic5 can subdue. But